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Episcia ‘Unpredictable Valley’ by Jim Roberts —@@ints
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NOVEMBER SPEAKER

| thought it would be interesting for you to read a n article
by Mr. Miller that that was published in the Gesner iad
Hybridizer's Association newsletter, Crosswords. R ead
on.
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A couple of weeks ago, Dale Martens asked me to write an
article for CrossWords on my hybridizing of streptocarpus. |
thought about it overnight and finally decided to say “Yes” |
would do it. But ever since | told her | would, my mind has
been in a whirlwind. Dale forwarded a copy of CrossWords
for my review. | read the articles by hybridizers and
wondered what | was doing writing an article on hybridizing. |
guess | would have to refer to myself as a hobbyist
hybridizer, because there is no scientific method to my
madness.

Dibley’'s Streptocarpus ‘Seren’

, live in Fredericksburg, Virginia and grow mostly African
violets and streps under 15 light stands in my basement. |
primarily sell plants on E-bay. | figured this would be a nice
supplement to my retirement.

I haven't been hybridizing for very long. | learned to hybridize
streps about 4 yearsago when | was visiting Alyce Droege
who lives in North Carolina. She taught me how she did her
crosses of the Aly’s series. When | got back home | couldn’t
wait to pick out which streps would be in my first cross. |
finally chose 'Paper Moon' and 'Wild Rose' as my parent
plants. The time and anticipation required to see if it took
drove me crazy. Low and behold | did get a seedpod, and
you know the rest: Wait for the pod to mature, wait for
seedlings and finally wait for the first bloom. | was amazed at
the number of different blooms that actually resulted from
that one cross.

Photo from Gesneriad Reference Web: “ ... Stemtpus dunii is the
source of all red coloration in Streptocarpus hysri . .”

When | decided which were worthy of a name and not similar
to other named streps, | needed to name my plants. |
decided to use “Neil” as my signature name. (Neil is my
middle name and my son's first name.) When | name a strep,
I look at each bloom and ask myself what does it remind me
of or simply what hits me. This cross produced 'Neil's Senior
Prom’, 'Neil's Minnesota', and ‘Neil's Summer Day' to name
just a few. Unfortunately, | did lose a couple of keepers as |
was learning to grow streps but that’s all part of the hobby, |
guess.

Now that | have been hybridizing for awhile, it's the color and
patterns of the bloom that drive me. | like them big and bold,
big and soft, and big and gorgeous. Other characteristics are
secondary to me, such as number of blooms per stem, type
of foliage, etc. (terminology like F1, F2, genetics are foreign
to me but I'm learning). Lately, I'm concentrating more on



number of blooms per stem once | saw Toshijiro Okuto's
hybrid 'Big Yolk' that | was growing had 7+ blooms on a
single stem.

Being interested primarily in color and pattern (fantasy and
webbing), | was interested in playing with fantasies. | did a
simple thing of selfing 'Bristol's Party Girl'. | was again
amazed at the different fantasies this cross gave me. One |
really like is ‘Neil’s Jammin'. | just introduced this one to the
world on E-bay at the end of September. | like the rich colors
of the blue bloom with kind of fuchsia fantasy and a nice
yellow throat. | just introduced my second fantasy 'Neil's
Wam Bam' on E-bay.

My second cross | did was with 'Aly’'s Magnetosphere' X
'Paper Moon'. | was hoping to get some of the webbing or
space dust effect as in 'Aly’'s Magnetosphere'. | wasn't sure
what color | would actually get. Well to my surprise, | got
two very nice, different reds. One is 'Neil's King Arthur' and
the other is 'Neil's Strawberry' (and it looks delicious). There
is very nice webbing in 'Neil's Strawberry' with nice yellow
fangs in the throat. Pictures don't do either one of

these flowers justice.

So as the blind led the blind, | have succeeded in producing
a few very nice plants that I'm very proud of. So now what?
As | learn more and more in working with my streps, | am
going to work on a few goals: a) more doubles with different
patterns, b) fantasies not from selfing with a fantasy plant, c)
a bold yellow, d) different colored blooms on variegated
patterns, just to name a few goals.
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| put my new introductions on E-bay first. If one sells well, |
know | have a keeper. If the bidders do not like it and | like it,
it's still a keeper. | plan to start selling at shows when time
permits and depending on availability of plants. With any
luck, Iplan to sell at the Denver AVSA convention and the
Miami Gesneriad Society convention next year. | look

forward to meeting other hobbyists, growers and hybridizers.
| do have a website under construction neilsstreps.com. Feel
free to contact me anytime at: Leo5699@aol.com.
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BRAZIL SEED CLUB

Just a reminder that if you are a member of the NCAC TGS
and would like to participate in this seed club, please send an
e-mail to Mike Cagley at cagleys3@yahoo.com. Three times
a year, Mike will get the seed availability list forwarded to him
from Larry Skog. He then distributes this to everyone who
has e-mailed him and asked to participate. Participants then
select their top 6 seed orders and e-mail that to him. The rest
of the protocol can be found in the April issue of Petal Tones.

Thanks Mike, for taking over this important job!

Carol Hamelink

EDITOR’S GREETING

Any ideas for programs that would particularly suit your
interests? Have there been speakers that have whetted your
appetite to hear more detail about a particular component of
their talk? There are many expert, talented and experienced
growers, hybridizers, people who love Saintpaulia, or
emphasize Drymonia, tuberous, scaley rhizomatous or
growing Gesneriads as trained plants for Bonsai or in
terrariums and other natural plantings. There are even some
that are hardy outdoors in our area! Do some googling and
read your newsletters! Join The Gesneriad Society and see
what is out there. We can provide speakers on any topic.

The list published in September Petal Tones is just an
example. The possibilities, however, are endless, limited
only by the tangents your imagination wanders off on.

As Jim Roberts said in the last issue, please send your ideas
via e-mail to one of your elected officers. They really
appreciate any input you have.
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Mark Zukaitis
Columnea minutiflora
Phinea any

Alsobia punctata
Codonanthe any
Nematanthus fritschii

Any member who has recently seen something on the web,
or at a show that they just have to get a hold of, please send
your wish list to your editor, Mark at mzukaitis@msn.com
and he will put it in the next issue of Petal Tones for you. As
you know, this newsletter goes Everywhere! So chances of
somebody seeing your wish and getting it fulfilled are really
good.
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